Clinicopathological study on liver dysfunction in measles.
We analyzed the clinical course of eight patients with liver dysfunction in measles. All of the patients showed an elevation of aspartate aminotransferase (AST), alanine aminotransferase (ALT) and lactate dehydrogenase (LDH), but no jaundice. These levels returned to normal about 3 weeks after the onset of the rash. A percutaneous liver biopsy was done in two cases. Histological examination showed slight necrosis of liver cells but no significant changes in portal area. On electron microscopy, virus particles were not detected. We detected measles virus RNA in the liver specimen by RT-PCR, which suggests that the measles virus affects liver cells directly in measles.